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will be guided by a spirit of placable humanity and mutual
esteem ", he declared. " They must take into consideration,
on the one hand, what has become historical, in order not
to lose our footing on the firm ground of facts, but, on the
other hand, they must also be inspired by that new great
leading motive (L&itgedanJce), which has brought us here
together. I may regard it as an auspicious circumstance
that our negotiations should begin in sight of that festival
which for many centuries past has promised peace on earth
and good will towards men."x With this preliminary he
invited Joffe to state the general principles upon which
the Soviet delegation hoped to base conditions of peace.

After reciting the major portion of the Decree of Peace,
Joffe formally presented the six main tenets, which had
already become familiar to all present.

I. No forcible appropriation of any territories taken
in the course of the war. The occupying armies to
be withdrawn from those territories at the earliest
moment.

II. Complete political independence to be given to
those nationalities which had been deprived of it
since the beginning of the war.

III.  Nationalities not hitherto enjoying political in-
dependence to be allowed the right to decide by
means of a referendum whether they elect to be
united to other nations or to acquire independence.
The referendum to be so arranged as to ensure
complete freedom of voting.

IV.  In the case of territories inhabited by several
nationalities, the rights of minorities to be safe-
guarded by special provisions.

V. None of the belligerent Powers to pay any war
indemnity. War requisitions should be returned, and

1 Proceedings, p. 38.